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 Lesson 08
 

Linking Words

Linking words connect ideas and sentences, so that writing and speaking becomes �uent and clear. 
Using linking words and phrases helps the reader to follow your ideas. Linking words can be sorted 
into various categories. 

To Add Information: 

And, In addition, As well as, Also, Too, Furthermore, Moreover, Apart from, In addition to, Besides. 

Ideas are often linked by and. If you have a list of items, you would put a comma between the items 
on the list, but not before and. 
 
Example: 

We discussed stocks, futures and bonds. 

Also is used to add an extra idea or emphasis. 

 

Example: 

We also spoke about marketing in the meeting. 

However, we don't usually start a sentence with also. If you want to start a sentence with a phrase 
that means also, you can use In addition. 
 
Example: 

In addition to Spanish, Paul speaks German and Russian.  

As well as can be used at the beginning or the middle of a sentence. 
 
Example: 

We are interested in �nance as well as management. 
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The parents were worried too. 

Too goes either at the end of the sentence, or after the subject of the sentence, and means also. 
 
Example: 
            

The manager, too, was concerned with the problems in the company. 

Apart from and besides are often used to mean as well as, or in addition to. 
 
Example: 

Apart from Microsoft, we are the largest software company in America. 
 
Besides my background in Accounting, I have a masters degree in Mathematics.

            
Eating less and exercising regularly makes you lose weight.  Moreover, it makes you healthier. 

Moreover and furthermore add extra information to the point you are making. 
 
Example: 

To Give Examples: 

For example, For instance, Namely 

To Summarise: 

 

In short, In brief, In summary, To summarise, To conclude, In conclusion 

We normally use these words at the beginning of a sentence to give a summary of what we have 
said or written. 

To Sequence Ideas: 
The former, The latter, Firstly, Secondly, Thirdly, The �rst point is, Lastly, The following 

The former and the latter are useful when you want to refer to one of two points. 
 
Example: 

Both John and Patrick studied at Yale university. The former studied history and the latter 
studied philosophy. 
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Firstly, secondly, �nally or lastly are useful ways to list ideas. It's rare to use Fourthly, or �fthly. 
Instead, we would say the �rst point, the second point, the third point and so on. 

The following is a good way to start a list. 
 
Example: 

the university: Peter Cornish, The following students have been awarded scholarships by 
Carl Jones, and Bill Lee.

To Give a Reason: 

Due to, due to the fact that, Owing to, owing to the fact that, Because, Because of, Since, As, 

Due to and owing to must be followed by a noun. 
 
Examples: 

Due to the war in the Middle-East, the price of oil went up. Owing to the labor problems, 
the factory is unable to complete the orders on time. 

Because can be used at the beginning or in the middle of a sentence. 
 
Examples: 

Because it was raining, the match was cancelled. 
The match was cancelled because it was raining. 

Because of is followed by a noun. 
 
Example: 

Because of bad weather, the football match was cancelled. 

Since and as mean because. 
 
Example: 

Since the company is expanding, we need to hire more sta�. 

As the company is expanding, we need to hire more sta�. 
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To Give a Result: 

Therefore, so, consequently, This means that, As a result 

They are all used in a similar way. 
 
Example: 

They are all used in a similar way. 
 
Example: 

Our business is growing fast. Therefore, we are making more money. 

To Contrast Ideas: 

But, However, Although, Even though, Despite, Despite the fact that, In spite of, In spite of the 
fact that, Nevertheless, Nonetheless, While, Whereas, Unlike, 

But is more informal than however. It is not normally used at the beginning of a sentence. 
 
Example: 

Frank works hard, but he doesn't earn much. 

Frank works hard. However, he doesn't earn much. 

Although, despite and in spite of introduce an idea of contrast. With these words, you must 
have two halves of a sentence. 
 
Example: 

Although it was cold, Pamela went out without a jacket. 

In spite of the cold, Pamela went out without a jacket. 

Nevertheless and nonetheless mean in spite of that or anyway. 
 
Example: 

The water was cold, but Tom went swimming nevertheless. 

In spite of the fact that the water was cold, Tom went swimming. 
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While, whereas and unlike are used to show how two things are di�erent from each other. 
 
Example: 

While my sister has blue eyes, mine are green. 
The cost of living has gone up, whereas the salaries have gone down. 
 
Unlike in Great Britain, the Canary Islands have mild winter weather. 

In theory, in practice show an unexpected result. 
 
Example: 

In theory, it is possible to clone a dinosaur. In practice, it still has not been done. 


